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‘Living at the Crossroads Conference: 


Coverage and Reflection 


Tips for Digesting a 
Life- -Giving Feast 


STEVE PYPKER 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


{tempting to 
the three key 
a Seerveld 
the 


pick out 
points of 
lecture is 
most 
only 
dish, but 
spread. 


like 
important ingredients, 
of a single 
a table-long 
Seerveld’s keynote 
the th 
conference proved yet again that 
his life-seasoned cookery does 
not disappoint. He began by 
considering the curious fact of 
his being an academic grandpa 
Indeed, he has taught and 
influenced many of our professors 
here at Redeemer. I know one 
shouldn’t mix metaphors, but 
perhaps it is best to reflect on his 


selecting three 
not 
gourmet 
banquet 
address at 


Living at Crossroads 


address taking the perspective of 
a child, savouring each word of 


the story with rapt attention as 
Papa narrates with the richness 
of a shared feast. 


Seerveld sketched what is to 
be a real live human being, using 


the image of clay jars. Layered 


like pancakes inside the jar are 
the various aspects of what 
makes people tick Running 
up and down the middle of the 
clay jar is the inward religious 
core that directs every bit of 
our interwoven being; we. all 


have propensities to be pious ot 
thrifty or spendthrift, 
imaginative or unimaginative, 
among others. It is this realm 
of the imagination that Seerveld 
has grandtatherly 
portion of Christian scholarship. 
This wisdom brought 
to bear the [rocket! | 
question of what it means to be 
an imaginative being and also a 
student here and now. Seerveld 
likened Redeemer to a “monastic 
training ground” for“professional 
imaginators.” Affirming the life 
Saving character of Christian 
community, Seerveld urged us as 
students to recognize the exciting 
privilege of throwing ourselves 
into the stories of our culture, 
sO we can wrestle with them 
now while we are young and 


ImMplous, 


invested his 
Was 


on big 


have close Christian neighbours 


who can jump into the ring if 
we need rescuing, This task 
of practiced learning time 
requires imaginative grit, as the 


imagination a 
into all of life 
way functi 


d aesthetic spills 
yermeating every 
as people. 


lo avoid indigestion of such 
a rich feast that was this past 
it is wisest to heed 
threefold closing 
prepare for the long haul, 
be grateful for imaginativity, and 
give away your Let’s not 
be in such a hurry on this lifelong 
journey of learning. Let’s dine 


conference, 
Seerveld’s 


ad\ ice: 


gilts, 


with grateful attentiveness 
to the feast our grandparents 
and great-grandparents have 


prepared for us. Let’s thankfully 
develop God’s gilis of everyday 
playfulness and allusivity so that 
we have worthwhile food-gifts 
for our neighbours, sharing the 
hope that one day we will all 
celebrate the great feast with 
Christ himself. 


Crossroads: A Brief Recap 


ANDREW VLASBLOM 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


hen | heard that 
Redeemer was hosting 
a conference, my 
first reaction was that of apathy 
But when I realized that the 
conference hosted would be an 
all-inclusive, free session with 
keynote speakers from around 
Canada and the United States, my 
apathy subsided and turned into 
surprise. Living at the Crossroads 
welcomed prestigious Christian 
speakers onto Redeemer’s campus, 
where numerous lectures were 
held throughout its duration 
from January 8-11. Students, 
staff, faculty and campus visitors 
enjoyed these stimulating lectures 
and a time of fellowship for all. 
While | did not attend every 
lecture and seminar, several that 
I did attend were particularly 
interesting. The first of these 
sessions, featuring Calvin 
Seerveld, caused the auditorium 
to be packed during the morning 
of his presentation. Discussing the 
importance of art and how we are 
all affected by its beauty or lack 


thereof, Seerveld offered numerous 
suggestions for improving 
lifestyle and how Christians 
can relate to art and its various 
forms. Seerveld’s lecture was 
both helpful and informative for 
many. (For more detailed and in- 
depth considerations of Seerveld’s 
lecture, refer to Steve Pypker’s 
featured article response above.) 

Another lecture and seminar | 
attended was Susan Van Zanten’s 
lecture on cosmopolitanism. The 
lecture differed from much of the 
work I'd read from her previously, 
and the community seemed quite 
satisfied with the points she raised 
and specifically made. (For more 
on Susan Van Zanten, you may 
refer to my response on page 2.) 

A postcolonial literature session 
featured Prof. Agnes Kramer- 
Hamstra’s paper, in addition to 
graduate Theresa Merick’s work 
and current student Erin Faul’s 
paper. The session was enjoyable 
and enlightening for most 
individuals present, and allowed 
for questioning and answering 
afterward. 

Certainly one of the highlights 
of the conference was the lecture 


session entitled “Lives of Girls, 
Women and Hockey Players.” 
Senior students Laura Loney 
and Denise Versteeg presented 
material based on novelist Alice 
Munro’s Lives of Girls and Women, 
examining the various stages of 
development that the heroine Del 
experiences while coming of age. 
The next portion of the lecture 
featured recent Ph.D.-certified 
Mike Buma, who closely examined 
hockey fiction written in the 20" 
century. Buma’s in-depth analysis 
could not be explored thoroughly 
due to time constraints, of course, 
but certainly struck a fresh chord 
with the present professional 
book readers. I didn’t detect many 
athletic personnel in the room, but 
certainly there would have been 
added resonance with their support. 
The lectures and seminars I 
attended were mostly interesting 
and fresh, and seemed to incite a 
considerable amount of questioning 
amongst students and faculty. 
Certainly, Living at the Crossroads 
seems to have been a success at 
Redeemer. 


Dr. Calvin Seerveld 


Prof. Ray Louter makes a point 
at a seminar session 
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COMMENTARY 


Cosmopolitanism and 


the Community 
Susan Van Zanten’s Address 


ANDREW VLASBLOM 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

hen I heard that 

Susan Van Zanten 

was coming to speak 
at Redeemer during the Living 
at the Crossroads conference, 
| was moderately enthused. 
Having previously studied her 
feminist literary criticism and 
critical approach to literature, 
I found myself entering the 
auditorium expecting to hear an 
iteration of the familiar. What | 
ended up hearing, however, was 
a lecture on cosmopolitanism 
that, while featuring similar 
arguments and fundamental 
Christian values, was distinctly 
separate by nature of its content. 
| must acknowledge that the 
following is, in part, a response 
that was primed by an academic 
assignment. It is with glee that | 
publish it now here. 

Van Zanten began her 
address by discussing how 
Christians can respond 
effectively to globalization in 
relation to cosmopolitanism. 
lhe idea that we are all part of 
a moral community worldwide, 
which is increasingly becoming 
more connected, allows for 
more, interpretations of literary 
texts and cultural interactions 
of collectively distinct ideas. 
Van Zanten argued that “all 
texts play an important role 
in Christian life,” and reading 
through the author’s language 
enables the reader to find an 
imaginary world that will in 
turn allow her or him to become 
more positive with the world, 


Finding Your Identity 


PETER FRIESWICK 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 
r. Cal McFarlen kicked 
off the Living at the 
Crossroads Conference 
Wednesday, January 7. McFarlen 
spoke to students during chapel, 
touching on Redeemer’s theme: 
God’s power made perfect in 
weakness. 

He noted that the Christian 
community is quick to pay lip 
service this ideal, but does not 
know how to live it out. 
McFarlen, 
learn 


According to 
Christians three 
things: (1) to soften their hearts, 
(2) be grateful, and (3) embrace 
suffering. Each of these three is 
dependent on the other. 


need to 


and thereby communicate more 
effectively. Addressing Harold 
Bloom’s question of why 
we should read, Van Zanten 
asserted that literature will play 
a significant role in how we live, 
since our engagement with the 
former will affect the latter. 
With the idea of literature 

operating as human moral 
influence, Van Zanten argued 
that Christians can then 
look toward the notion of 
the Good Samaritan and 
perform “neighbourly” acts, 
as specific literary passages 
of the Bible emphasize 
moral conduct. Van Zanten 
acknowledged that the concept 
of neighbourliness is easy to 
ignore after cosmopolitanism, 
but this is where Christians must 
distinguish between “God’s 
world” and the “evil world”, 
cultivating the idea of doing all 
things for God’s glory. I feel 
that the “worlds” categorization 
is problematic, certainly; | 
asked Van Zanten to clarify this 
distinction in a Q&A session 
the following afternoon, and 
she responded, saying that the 
Christian’s mission should be to 
cultivate a moral environment 
that adheres to what is biblically 
sound. 

While I was relieved that 
Van Zanten did not deliver 
the typical “in the world but 
not of it” ideology, I am still 
not convinced that as readers 
the distinction can be so 
clear. How can an individual 
who simultaneously is both 
seemingly living in moral 
contradiction to the Bible’s laws 


McFarlen told students that 
Christians need a_ soft heart 
before they are convicted of their 
sin. Once they realize they are 
sinners, than they are willing to 
let God in. When God comes in, 
they will learn to be grateful. 

“The extent of our obedience 
is marked by the depth of our 
gratitude for everything God is 
doing and has done for us,” said 
McFarlen. Sometimes it is hard 
to be grateful, McFarlen noted, 
but “God walks with us in the 
midst of suffering. We need to be 
grateful for that.” 

By 
Christians 


becoming 
learn to 
suffering. McFarlen quoted 1 
Peter 2:20-21 


yay = 


grateful, 
embrace 


saying that we 
are called to suffer: ‘““We can’t 


yet also discernibly neighbourly 
and virtuous in creed or deed 
be either of one world or the 
other? After all, Van Zanten 
herself made note that the 
Good Samaritan was not of the 
traditional or expected “world” 
for committing such good deeds. 
While I suspéct that Van Zanten 
meant by “worlds” different 
spheres of purity and morality 
according to spiritual and 
biblical tradition, | can’t help 
but feel that the terminology is 
not the best choice. 

Van Zanten’s lecture 
was both articulate and 
helpful in assessing the idea 
of cosmopolitanism for 
Christians. She elaborated 
on the importance of family, 
and the necessity of fostering 
community both globally and 
locally. Global reading, she 
contends, may expand the 
Christian truth and broaden 
our views of the world. She 
concluded her lecture, quoting 
N.T. Wright and saying that 
reading can “liberate us from 
humanity.” She held the 
aforementioned Q&A session 
the following aficrnoon, and 
this gave students and faculty 
members the opportunity to 
ask questions. Retrospectively, 
| realize that.oaeof the most 
boggling questions now on my 
mind I did not ask then, which 
is: “What did you mean by 
liberate us from humanity?” 
Perhaps I have an idea, but 
would nevertheless quite like to 
hear her explanation. 


in God 


help others or love them until we 
get past ourselves.” The way to 
get past oneself is to die to self, 
which according to McFarlen, 
includes suffering. 

McFarlen noted that dying 
to self is critical in finding our 
identity as God’s children. When 
we soften our hearts and confess 
our sin, when we our grateful 
for what we are given, when we 
die to ourselves, that is when we 
realize who we really are. “God 
does not ask us to die to who we 
truly are—He asks us to die to 
what we are not” McFarlen said, 
concluding his message. 


U.S. President Barack Obama was inaugurated on Tuesday, 


January 20, 2009. 
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Letter to the Editor: 


Clique Concern 


ike many I’m sure, my 
; stay at Redeemer has 
been mildly pleasurable; 


despite the never-ending 
homework, granted. However, 
aside from the few life-long 
friends I have made, some 
troubling patterns have risen to 
my attention. It just seems to me, 
that everywhere I turn there is 
some assemblage that insists on 
exercising in-group tendencies. 
I refuse to complain about 
bullying on the playground, we 
are all adults now; but it really 
perturbs me when it gets taken 
within the school walls of a 
Christian University. Let’s face 
it: The population of Redeemer 
has a problem with cliques. 
Take “invite-only” groups as 
an example- unless you’re 
handpicked and __ personally 
invited, don’t even bother. It 


veiids r4 Be chal re 
REUBEN LINDEMAN 
JUNIOR STAFF WRITER 

hat are the inward 

signs of the Holy 

Spirit? What are 
the outward signs? Have they 
really been prohibited? The 
Bible, as far as I have read 
and God has allowed me to 
remember, never says that 
the gift of tongues stopped. It 
does say that tongues are not 
to preoccupy us and distract 
us from things that worship 
~ God more. Miracles, casting 
out demons, etc. is the work of 
the Holy Spirit, but the Bible 
never says that having such 
things means you are saved. 
The problem is not that the 
Holy Spirit is not working, It 
is because you are not seeking 
after what God desires of you. 
If you are God’s, then you will 
see a change in your life and 
you will be a living example 
of the Holy Spirit's power. 
The greatest miracle that we 
overlook is the power of God 
in His servants that turn dead 
flesh into living bodies that 
serve Him, 

What does it mean 
to be more spiritual? For 
the Pentecostals, as Peter 
mentioned in his article, A 
Look at Deeper Spirituality, is 
speaking in tongues; for other 
denominations it is being 
more tolerant; for others it 
simply means attending both 
Sunday services and the Bible 
study. What does the Bible 
say? Titus 3:8 says “This is 
a faithful saying, and these 
things | want you to affirm 


constantly, that those who 
have believed in God should 
be careful to maintain good 
works. These things are good 
and profitable to men.” It 
means not only believing 
and having faith, that you 
are saved but also that you 
practice lawfulness. Jesus 
said “If you love Me, keep 
My commandments (John 14: 

What about 
questioning beyond what 
scripture says about what 
God has revealed? Should 
we not be desiring to know 


‘lim more and more? Why 
should God be put in the 
‘box” of His revealed Word 
and instead open ourselves 


re 


doesn’t matter if your qualified, 
competent, eager- you just 
don’t have the “in”. The fact is, 
everyone is so hyped up about 
Redeemers image and pointing 
fingers that they have neglected 
the community. Putting on the 
mask of what a “good” Christian 
should be, has taken over the 
priority of actually developing 
a spiritual healthiness. So I 
am pleading with you, fellow 
student body, to just give me 
(and everyone else) a break! In 
layman’s terms: stop freaking out 
about what the girls are wearing, 
who the partiers are and how 
to protect Redeemers precious 
image and start focusing on how 
you can be a better Christian! 
Together we can start to rebuild 
the community that has been 
lost, but not yet forgotten. 


Losing Spiritual Fat in the New Year 


PETER FRIESWICK 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


nother new year has 
arrived; complete with 
good intentions to live 


better lives. These resolutions 
usually involve acquiring a 
magical potion or good luck 
amulet. We want to lose weight, 
so we buy dieting and fitness 
books. We want to relax, so we 
work longer So that we can retire 
earlier, There is a mentality that 
says that if we have X or Y then 
we will be happy. 

Completely opposite to this, 
Paul told believers to “throw off 
everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles, and 
let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us. Let us fix 
our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith” (Heb. 1: 
1-2). Jesus told his disciples to 
drop everything to follow Him. 


Should we not expect to do the 
same in our own lives? 


“ Jesus told his 
disciples to drop 
everything to follow 
Him. Should we not 
expect to do the 
same in our own 
lives?” 


In “Things We Leave Behind,” 

songwriter Michael Card notes: 
freedom’s not found in the 
things that we own,/ Its the 
power to do what is right/ 
Jesus, our only possession,/ 
giving becomes our delight/ 

We cant imagine the 

freedom we find/ from the 
things we leave behind. 

It is surprising how freeing 
it feels to make Jesus the sole 
focus of our hearts. We no 
longer worry about possessions, 
as if they could make us happy, 


Remember the Sabbath! 


up for new revelations from 
Him? These sound like 
spiritual questions, but God 
tells us in Deuteronomy 29: 
29 that “The secret things 
belong to the LORD our God, 
but those things which are 
revealed belong to us and to 
our children forever, that we 
may do all the words of this 
law.” If we desire to delve 
into things beyond what God 
desires to reveal in His word, 
we had better be sure we can 
answer God face to face as 
to why we are questioning 
Him. Job tried and ended up 
on his face in repentance. Are 
we better than righteous Job? 
Why are we trying to search 
for new “secret things” of 
God when He has given us a 
whole Bible full of things we 
don’t even do? There are good 
biblical reasons the canon of 
Scripture is considered closed. 
| won't get into them because 
of length and also because if 
you desire to know, it is easy 
to look up. Historically there 
have been those who thought 
that God is still giving us new 
revelation. | am sure every 
one of you knows the most 
famous one, His name was 
Mohammad and he started 
what is now called Islam. 


The problem with 
speaking in tongues is that 
a lot of modern Christians 
desire it and see it as more 
spiritual, but they don’t even 
care to read and know what 
the Bible says about speaking 
in tongues. First, tongues are 
for the edification of everyone 
(Acts 2:11; 1 Corinthians 12:4- 
11; 13:1-3, etc.). Second, there 
is no indication in Scripture 
that tongues are ever meant 
to be more than being able 
to speak a different earthly 
language. The same Greek 
word is used in Revelations to 
refer to earthly languages. It 
is possible to read the idea of 
divine language into several 
verses, but that is taking those 
verses out of the context of 
the whole. Third, speaking in 
tongues is given to some and 
not to others; it is not a higher 
Spiritual gift; in fact, it seems 
that as far as spiritual gifts 
rank, it is at the bottom of 
the list (1 Corinthians 12:28). 
| highly encourage people 
to read 1 Corinthians 12-14 


in proper context. If, as the 
Bible indicates, speaking in 
tongues is speaking in another 
language so that those who 
are there will be edified and 
that it is also translated so that 
everyone can benefit from the 
prophesy being spoken, then 
it would make a lot of sense 
that the Holy Spirit would 
not be giving that gift to 
many in a America since 
we all have one language 
and so speaking in tongues 
would not be edifying as it 
is not helpful, Don’t desire 
speaking in tongues then 
unless God is calling you into 
a nation or situation where 
it is edifying. Paul makes it 
clear that one pastor, making 
known the will of God (that 
is what prophesying is), is 
more edifying than 2,000 
people speaking in tongues 
without anyone being able 
to understand what they are 
saying (1 Corinthians 14:19). 


“We internalize 
spirituality too much. 
We wantitto bea 
feeling of being spiritual 
that tells us we are 
closer to God. This 
is not what the Bible 
says spirituality is. By 
looking for emotional 
spirituality we have 
become a community 
without Community.” 


This means that instead of 
wanting to speak in tongues, 
we should be challenging our 
pastors to be more immersed 
in God’s Word and _ then 
listen to them, If God gives 
us tongues, great! If God has 
not, then don’t desire such 
a lesser gift but rather strive 
to be able to teach and make 
known God’s will, That is 
enough said on this subject. 
The Bible does not make a big 
deal about the gift of speaking 
in tongues. 


We _ internalize 
spirituality too much. We 
want it to be a feeling of 
being spiritual that tells us 
we are closer to God. This 
is not what the Bible says 
spirituality is. By looking 
for emotional spirituality we 
have become a community 
without comunity, The Bible 


talks about it being useful for 
doctrine, reproof, correction, 
and instruction (2 Timothy 
3:16-4:4) but in our North 
American churches today we 
don’t want people in our lives; 
we don’t want any Christian 
brother or sister to be able to 
come up to us and confront 
us; we don’t want to humble 
ourselves and submit to what 
they are saying; we don’t 
want to hear what the Bible 
says. Our skins are so thin 
that we can’t take training in 
righteousness. If we continue 
to be this way, where does it 
leave us? The exact opposite 
of what the verses said; God- 
less people unequipped to 
do any work and ignoring 
sound doctrine but instead 
following our own desires 
and listening to quaint fables. 
There is so much fear in our 
churches today of legalism; I 
fear more for those who are 
nominal, carnal Christians 
who think they are saved 
but do not show any signs 
of the Spirit working in their 
lives. If you believe you know 
Jesus Christ, that’s great; 
even the demons _ believe 


Jesus is the Christ (James 2: 
19). What's really important 
is if Jesus Christ knows you. 
You can speak in tongues, do 
miracles, cast out demons in 


because our treasure is in 
heaven; our hearts are entwined 
in the heart of God. 

In my own life, I realize 
how much I rely on my intellect 
as a way to esteem myself and 
barter my way into a happier 
relationship with God. This new 
year, instead of attaching myself 
to religious/philosophical books 
(instead of the Bible), I’m 
committing to worship God 
with my heart, soul, mind, and 
strength. 

The call of Christ is clear: 
“come and follow me.” Will we 
abandon our riches, our families, 
our lives, and follow (Mk 10:21- 
22; Mat. 10:37-39)? 


Jesus’ name, and even preach 
the will of God and still go to 
hell because your life is full of 
lawlessness (Matthew 7:22; 
Titus 1:16). If you don’t think 
this is serious, consider that 
Paul himself was concerned 
that after all his preaching he 
would be disqualified if his 
life was not lived righteously 
and exemplified that he was 
indeed running the race 
and not just waiting for the 
finishing line to come to 
him (1 Corinthians 9:24-27). 
Deuteronomy chapters 24-29 
give us examples of what it 
means to live righteously. 
God did this so that we are 
without excuse when we 
see those things that we are 
doing that are not righteous 
but deserve the curses also 
laid out in those chapters and 
yet in “he blesses himself in 
his heart saying, “I shall have 
peace even though I follow 
the dictates of my heart” 
— as if the drunkard could 
be included with the sober 
(29:29).” If you desire faith, 
that’s great, but “do you want 
to know, O foolish man, that 
faith without works is dead? 
(James 2:20).” Don’t desire to 
be more emotionally spiritual. 
Desire to be a Christian and 
the Spirit will fill you. 


RE RES TS 
KEVIN BRATCHER 
JUNIOR STAFF WRITER 


s an off-campus student 
this year, | have found 
that it is far harder 


to avoid dining at fast food 
restaurants on the average day 
than it was when I lived on 
campus. It’s just so much easier 
to swing by a McDonald’s on the 
way into school (or if I’m feeling 
like healthier food—a Subway). 
It doesn’t really matter to me 
that the food that I’m buying is 
relatively substandard. It doesn’t 
bother me that I’m not getting all 
the nutrition that I need to get 
from that food. Nor does it bother 
me that I’m getting an excessive 
amount of fat and cholesterol, 
which admittedly, tastes great 
at first but fades quickly and 
leaves me with nothing (except 
a few more pounds of fat). All 
that really matters is that I’m 
fulfilling a basic need— getting 
food, in this case—in_ the 
most convenient and quickly 
gratifying way possible. 


‘T suppose it’s not so much. the 
idea of eating out that bothers 
me, as much as the low quality of 
the food. If I go to a restaurant, 
I’m likely to order something 
that I know is fairly healthy. 
In fact, without the presence 
of deep-fryers, that’s almost 
guaranteed at any restaurant. 
However, it’s the convenience 
and the quick thrill of the fast- 
food joint that particularly draws 
me. Who really has time to sit 
down in a restaurant, or for that 
matter, prepare a meal at home? 
There’s so many things I want to 
do every day and so many things 
that I want to enjoy that I simply 
give in to the quickest, easiest 


Fast Food Christianity? 


food. 


This article is not simply about 
the importance of healthy eating. 
| would like to turn this analogy 
around and apply it to the 
modern church. We will call this 
church the “Fast Food Church”, 
and I will provide a definition 
that you may then apply to 
your own churches as you see 
fit. | charge my readers to think 
carefully about what I say in the 
context of their church of choice, 
because if it fits well, they have 
an important decision to make. 


A good poster-child for the fast 
food church would be the church 
I pass on the way home every 
day from school. The front sign 
has had a number of messages 
on it over the past four months, 
but one in particular caught my 
eye a while back. It said, “Can’t 
make it to church on Sunday? 
Come to our Saturday service!” 
This slogan struck me as highly 
suspicious if only because | 
doubt it was targeted toward 
those people who are employed 
in works of ‘hecessity on Sunday 
(police, firemen, doctors, the 
military, etc.) Rather, it seemed 
that this church’s message was 
tending towards the idea that if 
you didn’t have time on Sunday 
to go to church, you should just 
go to the Saturday service. My 
understanding of the message 
has been affirmed in recent days. 
The sign now reads: “Sleep in on 
Sunday! Come to our Saturday 
service!” Suddenly it’s not just a 
matter of “I can’t make it there, 
there’s been an emergency, 
or I can’t get away from this 
extremely important task I’m 
doing.” Suddenly it’s, “Oh...1’m 
just too TIRED to go to church 


on Sundays. I feel like I don’t 
get to catch up on sleep over the 
weekend, and it’s wearing me 
down.” Well hey, kids, you don’t 
have to worship God today! Let’s 
choose another day to worship 
God. He doesn’t mind! It’s all 
about what you want. 


As Paul would say: May it never 
be! 


There is an idea in the modern 
fast food church that the worship 
of God is something which is 
exercised at our convenience. 
It certainly isn’t just the timing 
of this unfortunate calling that 
is being twisted by the modern 
churches however. Fast food 
churches are now trying to 
figure out “how to appeal to 
more people.” We (a pronoun 
used to encompass a very broad 
brush-stroke of Christians) are 
no longer focused on what is 
the whole, truthful Word of 
God but rather we seek to find 
the message will “appeal to 
people” and “warm the hearts 
of believers.” The predominant 
message of today’s chtirch' is’ rio 
longer even focused on all the 
aspects of God. Week after week, 
we indulge our listeners in the 
milky goodness of the cheerful 
message of salvation: call to 
virtuosity optional. Sure, people 
keep coming, but then again 
every religion that simply gives 
and gives will attract a good- 
sized following. The problem is 
that there is SO much more to 
God and the covenant that we 
as believers must be made aware 
of if we are going to grow as 
Christians. “God is love!” you 
say, and yet if a parent only ever 
gave to their children but never 
asked for obedience or dealt out 


Efficient Ways to Save on 
Heat Energy? 


Rea ae 
PAUL E. CALLOW 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


he blizzard of economic 
recession is rolling in and 


everyone is feeling the 
chill. Even Redeemer is getting 
cold feet about its soaring heating 
bills, destined to exponentially 
grow as the next 14 nights are 
supposed to dip down to -16°C. 
In order to save the school 
money so that tuition does not 
triple next year and still keep 
students comfortably warm, | 
propose the following low cost 
alternatives: 


Number One: 
Get Fat 

Though popular media hasn’t 
caught on, fat is the new hot. Eat 
more, drink more, weigh more, 
and you’ll feel the heat pouring 
on. The extra blubber not only 


creates an additional layer of 


warmth trapping skin, but the 
body burns the excess fat by 
converting it into heat energy. 


Number Two: 
Get Angry 

Invite leaders of different 
denominations into your dorm 
and watch them argue for hours 
about whether or not John 
Calvin or Jesus Christ is the 
more important person of the 
two. Such heated debates should 
generate enough hot air to last a 
week. Not only does this method 
cost you little, as such people 
will almost always argue for 
free, but it is highly entertaining 
to watch. 


Number Three: 
Turn the Heat OFF 

This is somewhat drastic, but 
it does do the job and can be an 
imaginative way to save money. 
Turn the heat in your dorm off 
and pretend you are a world 
renowned explorer lost at the 
North Pole. Wear snow clothes 
inside and pitch a base camp 
in your living room, Have an 
Antarctic slumber party and fall 


asleep while watching your dorm 
mate’s faces turn blue. 


Number Four: 
Burn Textbooks 

While some see textbook 
burning as an act of sedition, 
others see it ag a_ practical 
solution for using up otherwise 
useless paperweights. Turn 
down the heat and make a book 
bonfire in the basement. Burn 
books, assignments, and other 
links to civilization. Next, dance 
around the fire and grunt like 
respectable cave dwellers who 
attend a respectable school. 


The above methods are but four 
of many imaginative alternatives 
to keeping your dorm toasty 
warm. Other possible alternatives 
include lighting blue angels and 
getting burned at poker. 


punishment for failures, would 
we call it love? God IS love, but 
an inescapable part of that love 
is Justice. The deep, deep secret 
of justice that we all keep hidden 
under bushels in our back room 
is that it includes punishment. 
Yes, we as Christians are saved 
by Christ’s sacrifice, but that 
knowledge means nothing if 
we are not constantly reminded 
of our sinfulness and God’s 
condemnation of sin. 


If as you’re reading this you’re 
thinking, “I know my church 
doesn’t do this,” then I simply 
ask you whether your church 
sings from a hymnal or from a 
rock band. Or, to put it in clearer 
terms, has your church EVER 
sung an entire Psalm? If your 
answer is “No,” or even, “I’m 
not sure,” I challenge you to go 
to your Bible and read the first 
50 Psalms or read all of them if 
you can make the time for it. All 
throughout these inspired songs 
is the acknowledgement of His 
Justice, and the constant call 
for God to judge the wicked and 
bring ‘them to destruction. This 
ta bei 4 Li 
modern fast food churches. We 
have sacrificed the substance of 
God’s message in order to give 
a quick and pleasing plate of 
calories to the sheep who are 
led by our words. We preach 
and preach about John 3:16 
and similar verses, but when 
do we extol God for His work 
in Judges? When do we glorify 
God for bringing the Red Sea 
down on Pharaoh’s host, or for 
giving Samson the strength to 
bring down the heathen temple 
on the heads of God’s enemies? 
When do we reflect upon this 
same God as the God of love 


we preach who also decreed 
that the Amalekites be entirely 
wiped out? Or, for a good New 
Testament reference, since some 
of us think the Old Testament - 
doesn’t really matter because of 
Jesus—when do we sit around 
talking about God’s Just Love 
when He struck Ananias and 
Saphira dead on the spot in 
the Temple for bringing a 
false offering and lying? It has 
been deemed unfashionable 
to proclaim such messages of 
God to the people, and we are 
suffering for it. The fearless 
sheep, constantly assured of 
nothing but — unconditional 
salvation, have come to believe 
such ridiculous things as “Yeah 
I sin, but I’m basically a good 
person over all,” and “God 
doesn’t need me to worship 
Him twice every Sunday- if on 
Sunday at all- really He just 
cares that I’ve accepted Him 
into my heart!” We must accept 
Christ, and by the working of 
the Holy Spirit we are able and 
commanded to do so. But that 
is not the end of the race. The 
race we run as Christians lasts 
a lifetime. If we’re not doing 
everything we can to improve 
our knowledge of the Bible and 
to follow God’s Law— not just to 
the extent we think is minimally 
necessary for salvation— then we 
are not responding to God’s call. 
Christianity involves constant 
growth, constant maturation 
— as Paul would say, seeking to 
receive the meat of the word, not 
just the milk. 


The majority of modern big- 
congregation fuzzy-heart 
churches will not give you that 
meat, so where are you going to 
find it? 


Redeemer Program 
Bringing Hope to 
Hamilton’s Children 


PETER FRIESWICK 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


edeemer began its third 
storytelling project 
anuary 16 at Memorial 


public elementary school in 
Hamilton. 

The grade 4-5 children could 
barely wait for storytelling to 
begin and flooded the halls to 
greet Redeemer’s 13 student 
volunteers. “I remember these 
guys!” a girl yelled with a grin. 

The children spend about an 
hour on Friday afternoons until 
the middle of March, learning 
how to write and tell stories. 
At the end of the program 
they perform their stories for 
younger classes. The goal of the 
program is to encourage literacy, 
an excitement in learning and 
reading, and interaction with 
positive role models, 


Professor Sharon Klassen of 
Redeemer’s theatre department 
started this initiative to help 
students fight social injustice. 


The program works with 
underprivileged students 
struggling with provincial 


literacy tests. 

“In my mind it’s about social 
justice,” Klassen said. “If kids 
can’t read, they have no hope.” 

Klassen also sees the program 
as a way for Redeemer students 
to burst the Christian bubble. 
“It’s a way for us to get into the 
broader community and make a 
difference.” , 

So far the program has been 
greatly received by both students 
and schools. “I knew we were 
onto a good thing the first year,” 
Klassen said, “when a teacher 
told me she could get a student 
to do her work by telling her she 
couldn’t do storytelling if she 
didn’t.” 
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The Return of the Pharisees? 


JONATHAN GALE 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 
just spent nearly two 
hours listening to Prof. 


Evans lecture about Divine 
Command Theory, but this paper 
is not about the talk. It is inspired 
by it. After the first hour my 
opinions were formed, and now, 
having heard several lectures, 
stance remains firmly 
resolved. The Pharisees' have 
returned, and are multiplying 
in the Christian institutions and 
churches of North America. 

Jesus’ greatest problem 


my 


with the Pharisees was that they 
cared more about the letter of the 
Law, and less about following the 
heart of it?. They over interpreted 
the Law, digging into its finer 
points until they had totally lost 
why God had written the Law 
in the first place. The worst part 
these 


was highly 


educated deludes were leading 


misguided, 


the Jewish populace spiritually. 
So when Jesus arrived on the 
scene, they hated him because 
he told them they were following 
God’s commands by rote, not by 
heart’. He told them they had 
reached the top of the ladder and 
it was on the wrong wall’. Not 
only that, but they were leading 
the rest of the Jews up that ladder. 
And so these spiritual shepherds 
hated Jesus, and broke a number 
of the laws they upheld® to see 
him killed, so they could keep 
feeling good about climbing the 
wrong wall. nen 9 
The 
returned. 


have 
spiritual 


Pharisees 
Many 

‘leaders’, the brilliant minds who 
are leading the way in schools 
and universities are doing 
the same thing- climbing the 
Much of Christian 


academia is looking closer and 


wrong wall. 


closer at the components of the 


Conference Lecture Response 


Bible and forgetting the great 
design, the reason Jesus Christ 
came to earth and was tortured 
to death: to save the world from 
sin®, He came to show us which 
wall to climb, and have us bring 
others up it. Jesus said “Go out 
into all the world and preach the 
good news!!!”’. This statement 
has been lost by academia today, 
and is replaced with useless 
knowledge and arguments 
about Christ, but which have 
no bearing fo Christ. The local 
Pharisees are climbing the walls 
of petty doctrinal differences, 
and digging holes using the 
subtle, irrelevant 
what the pillars of our faith 
believed- 
pointing 
But instead of looking 
where Augustine, Kierkegaard, 
Aquinas, and Luther pointed, 
academics today now look at 
Luther’s hand pointing up, and 
admire the muscular form, or 


who themselves 


were upwards to 


Jesus. 


debate whether Augustine is 
pointing 


or God 


upwards to heaven, 
the Father. 
academia is missing the truth 
staring them in the face: Luther 
is pointing up because he wants 
us to look up, not because he 
wants us to admire him. These 
spiritual men and women are 
studying the linguistics and 
heuristics of the Bible, but not 
the heart of the Bible. And after 
they have written a doctoral 
thesis detailing how Paul didn’t 
really write the letters from Paul, 
they .are..certified, to, become 
a spiritual leader, and pastor 
a church into mediocrity and 
a mundane relationship with 
Jesus. There is a reason Paul 
wrote “For though you may have 
ten thousand teachers in Christ, 
you do not have many fathers.”* 
We have ten thousand teachers 
and professors who know the 


nuances of 


Much of 


theology of the Christian faith, 
but few of them lead people 
towards Christ. Certainly Paul 
wrote how we need teachers, 
apostles, pastors, prophets, and 
evangelists’, but in the same 
breath he also writes how we 
need to attain the “unity in the 
faith”. 

This unity of the faith 
is splattered across a million 
doctoral theses 
fragmenting 
Christianity, and degraded to 
quibbling over trivialities. To 
have teachers and 
excellent: to have them wasting 
our time is not. 
an impotent, and disjointed 
church, which both unbiblical!? 
and crippling to the church. A 
house divided 
cannot stand, and the Pharisees 
behind the pulpit and lectern 


espousing 


pastors is 


The result is 


against 


are doing an excellent job of 


dividing the body of Christ over 
the most obscure issues. Perhaps 
you are sceptical: the 
thing happened in China three 
decades ago to the emerging 
church. Chinese leader Brother 
Yun’s autobiography “The 
Heavenly Man” describes how 
denomination specific doctrines 


same 


divided the emerging Chinese 
church, and it took more than a 
decade'! to get it back together. 
The way they reconciled was by 
agreeing that the small issues 
the 
important thing was to follow 


didn’t really matter, and 


Christ'*, regardless of how much 
water was/Used.in, baptism, To 
hold a viewpoint is one thing; 
to split the church over it is 
quite another. “What God has 


joined together let no man break 


apart.”’*> The Pharisees after 


Jesus time split apart the church 
through persecution’, and now 
the Pharisees of today continue 
the ¢hurch 


to split through 


Views of 


itself 


overdoctrination. Paul wrote 
to Timothy about not letting 
men “devote themselves to 
myths and endless genealogies. 
These promote controversies 
rather than God’s work, which 
is faith. Some have turned 
away from these and turned to 
meaningless talk.”'° Satan has 
diverted the best Christian minds 
and scholars who know the most 
about the Bible, catching them in 
irrelevant things. The worst part 
of this is many of these people 
are ordained pastors leading a 
church flock. It is difficult for 
pastors to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Jesus 
Christ if they are sidetracked by 
the Enemy. 

Many distinguished 
academics would not agree that 
they are hurting Christianity, or 
even busy studying irrelevance. 
But I would bring up a prior 
point -the Great Commission 
tells us to go bring people to 
Christ. When was the last time 
these theologians led someone to 
Jesus Christ? The Commission 
was meant for US, NOW! Why 
the the 
stop? Did they decide to write 


did passion for lost 
a doctoral thesis on how little 
of the Lord’s Prayer originated 
from the Lord, instead of writing 
a defence of the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life? Christianity has 
enough critics; it doesn’t need its 
champions starting as well. The 
Pharisees have returned today, 
and are getting stronger in force 
because Satan has no objections 
to modern ministers neutering 
themselves as they preach about 
theology. The Pharisees are too 
busy researching God’s Word to 
hear that Word saying “Go and 
make disciples”. 

By God’s grace it’s not 
too late. Academia can return to 


where it should be- focused on 


Jesus Christ. However it might 
require changes to deeply set 
ways, or personally reexamining 
doctoral theses for whether they 
point to Christ. Perhaps Mark 
Cowan’s song says it best: 
“When its all been said and 
done/There is just one thing that 
matters/Did I do my best to live 
for truth/Did I live my life for 
you?”!é 


(Endnotes) 

‘In Jesus time, the Pharisees were the 
teachers and experts of the ancient 
Jewish Law. 

*Matt 23:13, Matt 23:24 

‘See any of the four gospels, particularly 
Jesus teachings on the Sabbath and 
his teachings in the temple 

‘Jesus also condemned them for 

their hypocrisy. I will not go into 

whether hypocrisy is also present, 

so am Pharisees 


using the more 


for the meaning of “missing the 
mark” regarding the Law, and now 
the Bible. 

Mark 14:56, Matt 26:59, Luke 23:2 
are good examples of breaking two 
of the Ten Commandments, false 
testimony and murder. Exodus 20: 
13,16 

®! John 4:14 

"Mark 16:15, Exclamation points mine, 
because it is the best news ever 
heard. 

"lor 13st 

"Eph 4:11-13 

"Romans 15:5, 

1-17, 


\ctually is took about 15 years, and 


John 17:23, Eph 4: 


reunification still today is neither 
complete nor perfect 

Brother Yun and Paul Hattaway. The 
Heavenly Man. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Kregel Publications, 2002. p2 
240. 

Matt 19:6, Mark 10:9 This was written 


in the context of 


aie! 
p er 


marriage, but | 
believe it holds firm for ev erything, 
especially the church, the bride of 
Christ. 

‘Acts 8:1 

| Timothy 1:4,6 

‘Jim Cowan. “When it’s All Been Said 
and Done.” Revival in Belfast: 14, 
1999 


hosanna!music. This is also 


backed up by Revelation 20:13 
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Chicken & Cheese 
Stuffed Jumbo Shells 


From allrecipies.com. 
INGREDIENTS 


* 1 (12 ounce) package jumbo pasta shells 

* 4 skinless, boneless chicken breast halves - cubed 
* 1 onion, chopped 

“Legg 

* 1 cup dry bread crumbs 

* 1/2 teaspoon dried oregano 

* 1/2 teaspoon dried basil 

* salt and pepper to taste 

*8 ounces shredded mozzarella cheese 

*8 ounces shredded Cheddar cheese 


* 1 (29 ounce) can tomato sauce or spaghetti sauce 


DIRECTIONS 


1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Bring a large pot of 
lightly salted water to a boil. Add pasta and cook for 8 to 10 minutes or 


until al dente; drain. Separate shells and let stand, so they are not touching, 
on waxed paper or foil. 

2. In large skillet over medium heat, combine chicken, onion, egg and 
bread crumbs. Cook until chicken is no longer pink. Season with oregano, 
basil, salt and pepper. Stir in three-quarters of the shredded mozzarella 
and cheddar; cook until cheeses melt. 

3. Fill shells with chicken mixture, using a tablespoon, and place in a 
9 x 13 baking dish. Cover the shells with the tomato sauce and top with 
the reserved cheese. Cover with foil and bake 45 minutes, or until lightly 
browned and bubbly. 

PrepTime - 30 min. 


Cook Time - 45 min. 


Chocolate Angel 
Food Cake 


INGREDIENTS 
* 3/4 cup cake flour 
* 1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
* 11/2 cups white sugar 
* 3 (1 ounce) squares semisweet chocolate, grated 
* 12 egg whites 
* 1 teaspoon cream of tartar 
* 1/4 teaspoon salt 
* 1/4 teaspoon vanilla extract 
* 11/2 teaspoons lemon juice 
* confectioners’ sugar for dusting 


DIRECTIONS 

1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C). If it does not have 
a removable bottom, line a 9 inch tube pan with parchment paper. Sift 
together the flour, cocoa and 3/4 cup of the sugar. Set aside. Measure 3 
tablespoons of the flour mixture and toss with the grated chocolate. 

2. In a large bowl, using an electric mixer set at low speed, beat egg 
whites until foamy. Increase mixer speed to medium, stir in cream of tartar 
and salt, and continue to beat until egg whites form soft peaks. Gradually 
mix in the remaining 3/4 cup sugar and beat until stiff peaks form. Stir in 
the vanilla and lemon juice. 

3. Gently fold the flour mixture into the beaten egg, whites, then fold in 
the grated chocolate, stirring just until no white streaks remain. 

4. Gently scrape the batter into the prepared pan. Smooth the surface of 
the batter and tap the pan lightly to remove any air bubbles. Bake in center 
of the preheated oven for 60 minutes, or until the surface springs back 
when touched. Cool completely, and sprinkle with confectioners’ sugar 
before serving, if desired. 


PrepTime - 30 min. Coook Time - 1 hr. 
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Garner’s Purple : A Colourful Mix 


Album Review 


at 
JOEL FABER 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 
Garner igs «a familiar 
band at Redeemer thanks. to 
their participation at Battle 


of the Bands a couple years 
running, and the small point 


that Matt MeKenna (vocals/ 
keys/acoustic guitar), James 
Bloemendal (vocals/guitars), 


and Matt McFarland (drums) are 
all Redeemer altifni. They are 


joined by bassist Mark McIntyre 


for their latest album, Purple, 
released at the end of November 
2008. Matt Mclarland writes on 
the band’s blog that in writing 
Purple they had the fans and the 
live shows in mind, so they took 
the lead from the good stuff on 
It’s About Time to make the new 
album as much fun as possible 
for the fans. Aficr a lot of careful 
research, conducted from the 
seat of my car and stretched out 
on my couch over the holidays, 
it’s my pleasure to give you the 
low-down on the new tunes! 

The first song on the 
record, “Undo,” throws us right 
into classic Garner, They nail 
the groove and rhythms, and 
get some nice tones from Matt’s 
synths and James’ guitars. The 
melody, harmonies, lyrics - 
- the overall sound of “Undo” 
are similar to what Garner 
fans are familiar with from It’s 
About Time. In fact, for an 
opening track, “Undo” is just 
okay. Added experience since 
their debut album shows in the 
polished feel of the song, but | 
know these guys are good, so 
| hoped for something more 
creative to come. 

The second _ track, 
“Sing,” grabbed me right away 
-- because it’s about a street 
musician named Joel! Having 
been assured by the band that 
this is just another one of Matt 
McKenna’s imaginary friends, 
I thoroughly enjoyed the light- 
heartedness of the song. It’s in 
the choruses that this song really 
shines, with a catchy melody 
building from a sparse, groovy 
rhythm to crashing eymbals and 
the whole works. This is perfect, 
really, since the whole song is 
about simply singing. If anything 


it’s just too light-hearted to be a 
great song, but perhaps it’s a 
good song, because that’s the 
whole point? 

“Let': MeDo”. 1s the 
relationship song of the album, 
and brings the feel down with a 
nice combination of piano and 
string bass. The guitar adds a 
strong melodic line between 
verses, showing off the band’s 
skill with the different sounds 
they’re capable of. This is: a 
good time to put in a word for 
the vocals: they’re good! Matt 
McKenna takes most of the lead 
parts throughout the album, and 
this song in particular uses his 
wide range of feeling and power, 
though unfortunately the mixing 
makes it feel at times like his 
voice is somehow distant. The 
rhythm is impressively tight, and 
would really stand out in this 
song...except that it’s tight on 
every song! 

The 
“Catapult,” —_ is 
centrepiece of the album. Guest 


track, 
the 


fourth 
really 


artist Ben Bowen gets to show 
off his horn parts to a great effect 
as the band nails the groove. At 
almost five minutes long, the 
groove gets a little too familiar, 
but they’re having so much fun | 
can’t find it in my heart to blame 
them. James Bloemendal’s guitar 
skills also come to the fore, from 
funky background colour to a 
fast bluesy solo. On their last 
album, I got the feeling with a 
couple of the songs that they had 
the potential for a lot of energy 
but just couldn’t quite pin it 
down, but I’m happy to report 
that they got it this time. There’s 
a surprising a capella variation 


on the groove in the middle of 


the song, which sounds to me 
like the work of the irrepressible 
Matt McFarland, but Ill leave 
you to discover that for yourself. 

“Chasing Jane” is a cute 
song at heart. The instrumentation 
is simple and doesn’t get in 
the way of good melody and 
harmonies. Lyrically it’s not the 
strongest offering on the album, 
and at times the overall sound 
is simply too thick—too much 
cymbal in places, for example, or 
a too-thick tone from the electric 
guitar. James Bloemendal’s vocal 


tone complements the winsome 
story that the song tells, though, 
and shines through everything— 
it’s too cute to hate. 

Thus | arrived at the last 
track, “My Soul Is In My Sound.” 
And | 


loved it. | complained 


earlier that Garner’s grooves 
sometimes only get almost- 


there in the studio? Well, they’re 
solidly ‘in the pocket’ the whole 
way for this one. The rhythm isn’t 


just tightyit’sycreative; funky, and 


energetic. The lyrics are very 
much in rhythm; they tell a story, 
and their appealed 
to my musician’s heart. Mark 


message 


Melntyre delivers an impressive 
basement-full of blues, meshing 
beautifully with the — synth, 
especially on the mellow final 
verse. Each musician contributes 
his best to the song, but there 
are two elements that make this 
the best song on the album: I. 
It’s got variety. No sooner had | 
thoroughly enjoyed one section 
then I got a new one, equally 
good. 2. Each of the band 
members comes in and out of the 
song at precisely the right point, 
from James and Matt trading 
the vocal lead back and forth to 
the bare-bones final verse. The 
closing trumpet solo from Ben 
was so perfect, it still gives me 
shivers. 

Purple is the album 
Garner fans have been waiting 
for, in which they realize a lot 
of the potential we all knew 
they had, There’s still too much 
‘almost,’ especially for anyone 
who’s ever been to one of their 
shows and knows how much 
energy they have, but songs like 
“Catapult” and “My Soul Is In 
My Sound” show that they've 
definitely got it in them. A 
couple of the tracks suffer from 
minor production issues, like the 
mix of the cymbals on “Sing,” er 
an odd feeling that the vocals are 
coming from a long ways away, 
but overall, it’s a well-polished 
album. Personally, I'd like to 
hear more of the creativity that 
shines in the complexity of the 
last song, since it’s material like 
that which will really establish 
Garner as a serious band, 
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JENNA CRAINE 
WRITING CENTRE SUPERVISOR 


ith sweaty palms, I 

stare blankly at my 

computer screen. A 
deadline looms in front of me, 
and I struggle to find a way to 
begin what is a seemingly easy 
task — write a simple article 
for The Crown. 1 wish I could 
say that writing is an easy 
process for me, but in reality, 
it is something I face with 
reservations, insecurities or 
simple procrastination. 

It might console students 
to hear that writing is not 
something that comes easily to 
any writer. Those who suggest 


they are ‘naturals’ either do 
not have to write much, or 
are exaggerating their own 


abilities. As famed author P.G. 
Wodehouse said, when asked 
about his writing technique, 
“| just sit at my typewriter 
and curse a bit.” Because the 
struggle to write well is such a 
common experience, even for 
those of us in the Writing Centre, 
we understand the students who 
come in feeling lost. We too 
wonder how to get started on an 
assignment. We too struggle to 
find the perfect word to express 
a thought. We too, in short, need 
someone to help us through the 
process of writing. 

Some people still wonder 
about the exact nature of the 
Writing Centre. Essentially, it is a 
place where students from every 
area of study receive tutoring 
from trained upper-level students 
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at all stages of the writing 
process. Hence, if you find you 
often have difficulty coming up 
with a thesis statement, we can 
help. If you are puzzling over 
what the professor means on 
the assignment sheet, we can 
help. We’re not simply here to 
proofread your drafts for spelling 
and punctuation, although that is 
part of what we do. The Writing 
Centre offers so much more than 
that; we’re a fresh set of eyes to 
help you better comprehend the 
seeming enigma that is writing, 
and help you realize that you 
can, in fact, do it well yourself. 
In our age of word 
processors with automatic spell- 
checkers and even grammar- 


checkers, we tend to think of 


editing as a rather instantaneous 
process. This has led some 
students to wonder why they 
can’t simply drop off their essay 
and pick it up, corrections and 
all, later, While this may be more 
convenient at the time, it would 
not be helpful in improving 
your writing as a whole. This 
is why our student-workers are 
called tutors instead of editors 
or proofreaders. We are certainly 
happy to edit and proofread, but 
our goal is to teach you how to 
make these corrections on your 
own, and to understand common 
grammatical errors, rather than 
simply fix them for you. 

This may help to explain 
a complaint we sometimes hear: 
“Going to the Writing Centre 
didn’t improve my grade that 
much! I still only got a (fill in the 
blank mark).” The misconception 
here is that our goal, first and 
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his past Thursday, January 
15, Tanis MacDonald, 
a writer and professor 
at Wilfred Laurier University, 
came to Redeemer for a poetry 
reading. Knownas an avid reader, 
professional actor, and Canada’s 
premier poet of bibliophilic 
chaos (she confirmed rumours 
of her sprawling — library), 
MacDonald set our expectations 
high with her first poem entitled 
“A Valediction: of the Booke.” 
- Not only did she read this poem, 
but she put on a performance 
that is not easily matched, She 
embraced the reader emotionally 
and lyrically, reading from her 
award winning books of poetry, 
Fortune and Rue the Day. 
lanis MacDonald was by far 
the most animated poet to visit 
Kedeemer in the past two years, 
Her poems are thoughtful but 
funny, emotional yet also very 
real. In short, she was a thrill to 
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listen to. As the minutes raced 
by in the poetry reading, the 
audience was delighted with 
poems like “Edison’s Elephant,” 
“Property,” and “Freak Love.” 
Though MacDonald stopped to 
answer a number of questions 
from the audience, Tanis also 
explained to Redeemer students 
that she writes about what she 
knows. Her experiences combine 
with fiction and myth to create a 
masterpiece that she shares with 
the world. Only a few minutes 
into the poetry reading, she 
paused to quote Toni Morrison, 
the first black woman to win a 
Nobel Prize for Literature: “If 
there’s a book you really want 
to read but it hasn’t been written 
yet, then you must write it.” 
And so MacDonald writes—she 
writes what she wants to read 
in literature. If it doesn’t exist 
already and there is a serious 
need for it, MacDonald puts her 
hand to it, 
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foremost, is to help you get 
better grades. I would not be 
bragging to say that students’ 
marks often do improve because 
of our tutoring, but that is not our 
primary aim. We want to help you 
develop your skills as a writer, 
and not just ‘fix’ one essay. So 
we give tailored instructions 
based on what we discover 
during our appointments with 
you. This means we may only 
focus on a few aspects of your 
writing and tutor you in how to 
improve upon them. Because 
it is definitely more important 
to have well-stated content and 
understandable structure than 
to have perfect grammar or 
spelling, we tend to focus on 
these higher priorities first. We 
cannot, then, guarantee your 
essay will be completely without 
error. 

This may sound 
discouraging to some. Why 
bother with the Writing Centre 
if we do not even promise to 
correct all the errors in your 
assignment? In short, you should 
come because we can make real 
improvements in your writing, 
a fact which professors readily 
acknowledge. As Dr. Deborah 
Bowen, professor of English, 
states, “the Writing Centre tutors 
can make a significant difference 
to the way a student composes 
a paper, and, in the end, to that 
student’s ability to see what 
good writing is all about.” 

Learning “what good 
writing is all about” is obviously 
useful to any student. Some may 
wonder how a science major or 
business major might benefit 


2003, Tanis MacDonald has 
gained acclaim in writers’ circles 
all over Canada. Although she 
is a professor specializing in 
Canadian literature, MacDonald 
certainly has an_ extensive 
knowledge of all things poetry. 
She spoke briefly of compressed 
language, the language of poetry 
where everything matters and 
counts. She noted that it’s 
different from the language 
that we speak in that the spaces 
between the words allow you 
find the fullness of meaning. 
Indeed, the spaces in her poetry 
allowed both contemplation and 
healthy laughter from students 
and professors alike. She held 
the audience enraptured in her 
smile and remarkable poetry. 
Overhearing (or eavesdropping 
on) some of the students leaving 
the poetry reading, | couldn't 
help but notice their satisfaction 
with this poet—as one of the best 
they’ve heard, Tanis MacDonald 
indeed did not disappoint the 
attendees of this memorable 
Canada Council poetry reading. 


from our services. While mostly 
we help with essay assignments — 
because this is the bulk of writing 
most students do in university 
— we also love to help with 
lab reports, proposals, or even 
applications for scholarships and 
graduate school. The tools that 
make you a good essay writer 


are applicable to any kind of 


writing, and similarly, the skills 
that qualify a tutor to analyze an 
essay well can be applied to other 
forms of writing, too. Clearly, 
we are not just here for students 
in the humanities. A student in 
the social sciences, business, 
or natural sciences is welcome 
and encouraged to come in for 
our help. Sometimes just having 
someone to talk with about your 
ideas or to take a glance at what 
you have written can give you 
that extra courage and insight to 
perfect your writing. 

Since we can be of use 
to any student, our demand is 
obviously high, especially during 
paper-writing season. Thus, we 
are happy to announce that in 
response to an overwhelming 
number of people who suggested 
it on our online survey, we are 
now adding additional hours 
during the busiest time of the 
semester. Instead of having only 
two available slots during the 
last two weeks of classes, we 
will have three. 

When you do come, 
there are a few things to keep 
in mind to maximize your 
appointment. Have your work 
already printed off, because 


we will no longer edit work 
on laptops (it slows down our 


work substantially, and makes 
us less able to focus on making 
the tutoring session as helpful 
as possible for you). Please also 
bring the assignment sheet and 
any specific requirements or 
suggestions from your professor, 
The more we understand the 
assignment, the better help we 
can be. Lastly, it never hurts to 
come knowing with what you 
would most like help. 

If you are anything like 
me, having someone to offer 
assistance, encouragement and 
corrections can help to overcome 
many of the insecurities of 
writing. In fact, as worked on 
my first draft for this article, | 
brought it into to Writing Centre 
and received excellent help from 
one the tutors. He was kind 
enough to ignore my sweaty 
palms, and his gentle suggestions 
proved to be quite helpful. In 
fact, he helped address almost 
all my current, writing problems,,. 
Sadly, my procrastinating is still 
my responsibility to fix. 

If you are still not 
convinced, I encourage you 
to come in and ask us your 
questions; you may be pleasantly 
surprised at how painless a 
tutoring session can be! While 
we always advise you to schedule 
a timeslot (that way, you can be 
assured of an appointment), we 
do welcome you to drop in with 
anything from a quick question 
on citing a source to a ten-page 
essay on which you would like 
feedback. All of us here at the 
Writing Centre look forward to 
helping you! 
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ACROSS 

1 Speak with one's hands 
§ Firefighting Red 

10 Icelandic poetry manual 

14 Type of rug 

15 "Saucy" dance? 

16 Titleist positions 

17 Fragrant Asian tree 

19 Come in second? 

20 Fowl dish 

21 Self love to the extrerre 

23 Go with the flaw? 

26 "A Chorus Line" 

production number 

27 Frankie Laine hit 

32 Thin, fibrous bark 

37 Promoted wth too much 

enthusiasm 

38 Islamic salutation 

39 Dotted-line command 

40 Showing expertise 

42 German trio? 

43 Maude's film partner 

45 Tree-shaded promenades 


6 Bird known for thievery 
7 Cosrretic emollient 
8 Geometric figure with 
equal angles 
9 Dangerous emission 
10 Scatter Fitzgerald 
11 The Belmonts’ front man 
12 Arnaz of "| Love Lucy" 
13 Onthe waves 
18 Drives the getaway car 
22 "| --- man who wasnt 
there" 
24 VWWord with shouldered or 
minded 
25 Like Telly and Yul 
27 Naphthalene repels them 
28 Pertaining to the iris and 
choroid 
29 "Turn on, tune in, drop 
out" advocate 


30 Flynn of "Gentleman Jim! 


31 "Nonpareil" toy company 
33 Birch relative 


34 TV game-show 
announcer Don 

35 A hymn of praise 

36 Out of proper order 

38 A star stands for it 

41 Plot of land 

44 Greek harp 

46 Copycat 

48 Schoolmaster's rod 

50 Native Arrericantents 

52 Cut the fat 

53 Turkish leader 

54 Lustful look 

56 ||l-tempered 

56 Leave out 

58 Singer Redding 

59 Ted Williams’ number 

60 Tiny amount 

61 Ever and --- 

64 One way to standina 
card game 

65 Dither 
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47 With subterfuge 

48 Old-style pressing tools 

49 Numbered hwy 

§1 Pro --- (for the time being) 

$2 Texas Ranger slugger 
Rafael 

$7 Ancient region of Asia 
Minor 

62 Arrerican author/critic/ 
screenwriter James 

63 Type of rifle 
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68 Concerned with 

69 Bring home the bacon 
70 Heated conflict 

71 Connery or Penn 
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DOWN 
1 Vords of disrespect 
2 Middle East republic 
3 Knee joint 
4 Nothing in Tijuana 
6 "The Joy of Signing” subj 
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Want the news online? 
Check out our website at 
TheCrown.ca! 


Now revamped and featuring 
new exclusive content! 


WHO WAS YOUR 
FAVOURITE SPEAKER AT 
LIVING AT THE CROSSROADS? 


“Calvin Seerveld, he’s Hb pe hg passionate 
and certainly informed.” 


“| liked them all, but Gideon Strauss 
combined wit with words--I loved it!” 


Students’ blogs on relevant issues 


“Why does there have to be a favourite?” 


-A new, easy-to-use interface 


“Hearing some of the students was pretty 
great.” 


-Easily comment on articles 


“The prayer guy...seriously. Or should | 
meditate on that?” 


“Dr. Seerveld, because he’s got style.” 
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“The one that amplifies all of the human 
Speakers’ voices.” 


-And more! Visit TheCrown.ca today! 
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